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Resources for Riparian-Area  Planting and Vegetated Buffers 

1. Online tree and landscape assessment systems: 
 I-Tree:  Suite of online assessment tools. Free training webinars. https://www.itreetools.org/  
 Raingarden App: http://nemo.uconn.edu/tools/app/raingarden.htm 

 

2. Free Downloads: (use search engine where link is omitted)  
 “How Trees Can Retain Stormwater Runoff” by Tree City USA (use Google search for PDF or, for 

paper copies: https://www.arborday.org/trees/stormwater.cfm) 
 Connecticut Coastal Planting Guide: 

http://web2.uconn.edu/seagrant/publications/coastalres/CTCoastal_planting.pdf 
 Rhode Island Coastal Landscape: http://www.crmc.ri.gov/coastallandscapes.html 
 Rhode Island Coastal Buffer Zone Planting Guide: 

http://www.crmc.ri.gov/coastallandscapes/Coastal_Buffer_Planting_Guide.pdf 
  “Digging Deep Reveals the Intricate World of Roots” National Geographic: 

http://proof.nationalgeographic.com/2015/10/15/digging-deep-reveals-the-intricate-world-of-
roots/ 
 

3. Databases & Lists for Plant Selections: 
 Go Botany: http://gobotany.newenglandwild.org/ Identify New England natives by county 
 University of Rhode Island Native Plant Search: http://web.uri.edu/rinativeplants (herbaceous 

plants) 
 University of Connecticut Plant Search: http://Hort.Uconn.edu (trees and shrubs, use “native” 

filter) 
 Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center: http://wildflower.org/ Wide-ranging database 

incorporating native status, conservation status, plant growing information, and ecological 
significance for pollinators 

 American Beauties native plants: http://abnativeplants.com. Native perennials and shrubs 
available through garden centers.  

 Rhode Island Interactive Coastal Plant Database: 
http://cels.uri.edu/testsite/coastalPlants/CoastalPlantGuide.htm 

 Massachusetts Natural Communities: http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-
heritage/natural-communities/natural-community-fact-sheets.html 

 Interactive ecoregion map: http://www.plantmaps.com/interactive-massachusetts-ecoregions-l4-
map.php  
 

4. Meadow and Low-Mow Grass Seed Sources: 
 Prairie Nursery: http://prairienursery.com/ 
 Ernst: http://ernstseed.com 
 American Meadows: http://americanmeadows.com 
 Wildflower Farm: http://wildflowerfarm.com/ 
 Hart Seed, Wethersfield, CT: http://hartseed.com (S)low Grow mix 
 Pearl’s Premium: http://pearlspremium.com  
 Pro-Time Lawn Seed: Fleur-de-Lawn and Herb-de-Lawn: 

https://protimelawnseed.com/products/fleur-de-lawn  
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5. Neonicotinoids: Worried about whether your landscape is being exposed to neonicotinoids, a class of 
insecticides that may harm native bees? Use these lists: 
 http://www.xerces.org/wings-magazine/neonicotinoids-in-your-garden/ 
 http://www.prairienursery.com/customer-care/product-information/documents/neoniclist.pdf 

6. Invasive weeds? See these resources: 
 Invasive.org: Invasive plant ID and eradication: http://www.invasive.org/species/weeds.cfm 
 Invasive Plant Atlas of New England:  http://www.eddmaps.org/ipane/ 
 Masschusetts Invasive Plant Advisory Group: http://www.massnrc.org/mipag/invasive.htm 
 Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group: http://cipwg.uconn.edu/ 
 Rhode Island Invasive Species Portal: http://rinhs.org/invasive-species-portal/  

 
7. Books 

 Phyto, Kate Kennen and Niall Kirkwood (technical manual on site remediation with plants) 
 Understanding Roots, Robert Kourik 
 Creating Rain Gardens, Cleo Woelfle-Erskine and Apryl Uncapher 

8. Soil Tests: Be sure to specify what will be planted if you want a site-specific recommendation. Some 
testing labs will offer organic recommendations if requested. In addition to the basic test, ask for percent 
organic matter and soil textural analysis. If near a roadside or on former farm land that was heavily 
fertilized or treated with animial manure, request soluble salts. There may be additional charges for these 
extra reports.  

 CT Agricultural Experiment Station: http://ct.gov/caes (free test, use search bar on site for “soil 
tests”) 

 UMass: http://soiltest.umass.edu/  
 UConn: http://www.soiltest.uconn.edu/ 
 Logan Labs: http://www.loganlabs.com/ 
 Harrington Organics: http://harringtonsorganic.com/residential-services/soil-testing/  Basic 

chemistry as well as soil biology.  

9. Coir logs: Fibredust LLC, Cromwell, CT (wholesaler)  
 
10. Flowering plants in and around riparian environments:   

Blue flag iris, Iris versicolor (moist to wet) 
Blue vervain, Verbena hastate (moist) 
Boneset, Eupatorium perfoliatum (moist) 
Butterfly weed, Asclepias tuberosa (dry) 
Goldenrod species, Solidago spp. (dry to moist) 
Helen’s flower, Helenium autumnale and H. flexuosum (moist) 
Joepyeweed, Eutrochium maculatum  
Lobelia, blue: Lobelia siphilitica, or red, L. cardinalis (moist to wet) 
Meadow rue, Thalictrum polyganum 
Mountainmint, Pycnanthemum muticum (dry) or P. tenuifolium (dry) 
New York ironweed, Vernonia noveboracensis 
Penstemon, Penstemon digitalis (dry) 
Pickerelweed, Pontedaria cordata (wet, grows in water only) 
Rose mallow, Hibiscus moschuetos (dry to wet) 
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Spotted Joe-Pye weed, Eutrochium maculatum  
Swamp aster, Symphotrichum puniceum (moist) 
Swamp milkweed, Asclepias incarnate (moist to wet) 
Sweetflag, Acorus Americana (wet, grows in water) 
Turtlehead, Chelone glabra (moist to wet) 
Yarrow, Achillea millefolium (dry) 

 
11. Small trees:  

Allegheny serviceberry, Amelanchier laevis (sun) 
American hornbeam, Carpinus caroliniana (part to full shade) 
Canada serviceberry, Amelanchier canadensis (sun) 
Dogwood, Cornus florida (part to full shade) 
Pussy willow, Salix discolor (moist to wet) 
River birch, dwarf, Betula nigra ‘Little King’ 
Speckled alder, Alnus incana (moist to wet) 
Witch hazel, Hamamelis virginiana (moist) 
 

12. Ornamental grasses:  
Blue grama, (Bouteloua gracilis), (dry) 
Broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus), (dry to moist) 
Indiangrass, Sorghastrum nutans, (full sun, very tall) 
June grass, (Koeleria macrantha), (dry to moist) 
Little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), (full sun)  
Northern sea oats, Chasmanthium latifolium (shade, dry to moist) 
Prairie dropseed, (Sporobolus heterolepsis) (dry) 
Riverbank wildrye, Elymus riparius (aggressive) 
Side oats grama, (Bouteloua curtipendula),  
Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum) shorter cultivars: 'Cape Breeze', 'Ruby Ribbons', 'Rostrahlbusch'  
Tufted hairgrass, Deschampsia cespitosa (moist) 

 Wavy hairgrass, Deschampsia flexuosa (dry to moist, part shade) 
 
13. Shrubs in and around riparian environments

Annabelle hydrangea, Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’ 
Arrowwood Viburnum, Viburnum dentatum,  
Bayberry, Morella pensylvanica (dry) 
Beach plum, Prunus maritima (dry) (small tree) 
Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis (wet) 
Carolina rose, Rosa caroliniana 
Common juniper, Juniperus communis 
Creeping juniper, Juniperus horizontalis 
Eastern redcedar ‘Grey Owl’, Juniperus virginiana ‘Grey Owl’ 
Elderberry, black, Sambucus canadensis (moist to wet) 
Fragrant sumac ‘gro-low’, Rhus aromatica ‘grow low’ (dry hillsides) 
High bush blueberry, Vaccinium corymbosum (moist to wet) 
Inkberry, Ilex glabra (dry to moist) 
Potentilla, Potentilla fruticose (dry) 
Red Chokeberry, Aronia arbutifolia 
Redosier dogwood, Cornus sericea 
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Silky dogwood, Cornus amonum 
Spicebush, Lindera benzoin (moist to wet) 
Swamp rose, Rosa palutris (dry to wet) 
Sweet pepperbush, Clethra alnifolia (dry, moist, wet) 
Sweetfern, Comptonia peregrina (dry) 
Virginia rose, Rosa virginiana 
Winterberry, Ilex verticillata (moist to wet)  

 
14. Ferns 

Christmas fern, Polystichum acrostichoides  
Cinnamon fern, Osmunda cinnamomea  
Hairy lipfern, Cheilanthes lanosa  
Hay-scented fern, Dennstaedtia punctilobula (aggressive, sun-tolerant, drought-tolerant)  
Lady fern, Athyrium filix-femina  
Maidenhair fern, Adiantum pedatum  
Marginal shield fern, Dryopteris marginalis  
Ostrich fern, Matteuccia spp.  
Royal fern, Osmunda regalis 
  

15. Sedges for shade, especially under trees 
Appalachian Sedge, Carex appalachica  
Blue wood sedge, Carex flaccosperma  
Broadleaf silver or blue-ribbon sedge, Carex platyphylla 
Bunny Blue Sedge, Carex laxiculmis 'Hobb'  
Fringed sedge, Carex crinita 
Pennsylvania Sedge, Carex pensylvanica  
Seersucker sedge, Carex plantaginea 
 

17. Deer resistance:  Deer-resistant (DR) plants tend to come from a few botanical groups, listed below.  
To determine a plant’s family or order, search in Wikipedia using the plant’s botanical name. Its full 
classification will appear on the right. Be aware that freshly planted potted plants are more susceptible to 
deer browse than well-established plants. 
 

 Amaryllidaceae (onion, allium, daffodil) 
 Lamiaceae (mints) 
 Order: Ranunculales: Papaver (poppy)  
 Order: Ranunculales: Ranunculaceae (buttercup)  
 Poaceae: True grass, sedge, rush, restio 
 Ferns 

Online databases with deer resistance information: 

  https://njaes.rutgers.edu/deerresistance/  
 UConn: http://plants.uconn.edu/search.php (use “deer resistant” under “special qualities”) 

 
  


